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TO THE READER. 
— 


TT is reguested that this paper may be returned to the Board of 
3 its Office in London, with any additional Remarks and Obser- 
vations which may occur on n the perusal, written on the Margin, as soon as 
may be convenient. 


It is hardly necessary to add, that the board does not consider 
itse /f reſponsible for any fact or observation contained in this Report, which, 
at preſent, is printed and circulated, for the purpose merely of procuring 
farther information respecting the Husbandry of this District, and of enabling 
every one to contribute his mite to the improvement of the country. 


The Board has adopted the ame plum in regard to all the other 
Counties in the United Kingdoms: and will be happy to give every assistance 
in its power, to any person, who May be desirous of improving his breed of 
Cattle, Sheep, &c. or of trying any useful Experiment in Husbandry. 


London, 16th June, 1795. 
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+ COUNTY OP KINCARDINE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


1 ILL or the Mearns, as it is most com- 
monly called, is situated within the 57th degree of north 
latitude. It is bounded on the east by the German ocean, 
on the north by Aberdeenshire, and on the south and west 
by the county of Angus. In form it resembles a harp, hav- 
ing the lower point towards the south. It stretches along 
the coast from the Bay of Aberdeen to the North-Esk river 
about thirty miles, and from Dunnotar Castle to Mount 
Buattack, its greatest breadth is nearly twenty miles. 

Mr. William Garden surveyed this county in the year 
1784; from. his map it appears to contain 191,576 Scotch, 
or 243,444 English acres. 

The northern side of this county, especially that part of 
it lying south of the river Dee, may be described as a very 
mountainous district, forming part of that immense ridge of 


mountains called the Grampian hills, which run across the 


kingdom from the north- east boundary of this county to 
Cowal in Argyleshire, | 

There are many remarkable high hills in this part of the 
county; that of the greatest altitude is mount Battack, in the 
parish of Strachan, which is caid to be 1150 yards above the 
level of the sea. 

The valley called Strathmore, or the great Strath, com- 
mences at Stonehaven in this county, and extends in a 
southward direction nearly as far as Benlomond, in Stirling- 


shire, being bounded all along on the north-west by the 


Grampion mountains. 
The south side of the county „ Nen ach Wee 
with hill and dale, particularly along the banks of the North- 
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Exk, which separates it from Angus on the 'south. Here 
there is a lower ridge of hills which runs under different 
names, from the banks of the North-Esk river, northward, to 
Stonehaven, and which bound Strathmore on the south- east. 


80. . 


Taz Grampian hills are either covered with heath or 


moss, and afford but very little pasturage. In the glacis 


and valleys, and on the sides, and towards the bottoms of the 
hills where cultivation has taken place, the soil is either 


light or gravelly, and full of small stones; but on the banks 


of the streams and brooks, loam commonly prevails. In the 

level part of the county, the soil is in general clay or a deep 
loam on a clay bottom; and on the side = ie 
hills it becomes more gravelly. 

Tir orig of fike Tertite Kind tying eng ue. ah ca 
from North-Esk river to Stonehaven, is for the most part a deep 
strong loam on a clay bottom, but here and there very strong 
obstinate clays occur. The soil in the valley of Strachmore, 
and that along the coast, admits of nearly a similar descrip- 
tion; but in practice, it is found that the clays in Strathmore 
do not carry beans even after being properly, limed: al- 
though the lands along the coast, when manured with lime, 
sea-weeds, or dung, from the fishing towns, produce abun- 
dant crops. The reason of which seems to be, that in the 
interior part of the county, the land is of a lighter nature 
lying upon a cold clay. er 
for wheat and beans. 

CLIMATE. a 
: Taz, climate of the low part of this county may be 
reckoned favourable to vegitation, as well as-to the health 
: | 1 of 


P 
of the inhabitants, there being no extensive lakes or stag- 
nated water in the county. Its vicinity to the ocean, and 


its being completely sheltered from the northerly storms by 
the Grampian hills, accounts in a great measure for the mild- 


ness and healthfulness of the climate. In the low part of 


the county the operations of husbandry are rarely suspended 
by the severity of the weather; and it is but seldom that the 


harvests become precarious in e 5 the lateness or 
moistness of che season. 


— 
RIVERS AND WATERS, 


Tux principal rivers which water this county, are those of 
the Dee on the north, and the North-Esk on the west and 
south; but as the sources and various windings of these rivers 
in their courses to the ocean are particularly described in the 
report of Aberdeenshire, and the county of Angus, it is 

deemed unnecessary to give a minute account of them here. 
Of the rivers of lesser note, the Dye, the Cowie, the Car- 
ron, the Bervie, and the Luther, are the most considerable. 
The former takes its rise at Mount Battack, near the boundary 


of the county of Angus, and after watering several vallies | 


in the Grampians; falls into the Dee, near the church of 
| Strachan. The Cowie issues from the hill of Kirloch, and 
after running in an easterly direction for several miles, emp- 
ties itself into the sea at Stonehaven 

The Carron has its source in Cairnmanairn, and the hills 
or braes adjoining; and after a course of about eight or ten 


miles joins the last mentioned river at the town of Stonehaven, 


where the rivers fall into the sea. There is a salmon fishery 
belonging to Mr. Barclay of Ury, which is rented at 0 
sterling a year. 

The Luther has its source in the south face of the Gram- 

| pians; it colleQts its stream from that ridge of mountains, and 
MEARNS] B dis- 
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disgorges its waters into the North-Esk, near Inglismoldie. 
The Feuch ſkirts the north boundaries, and joins the Dyke 
at Kirk of Strachan. ; 

The Bervie rises in the braes of Glenbervie and Fordon, 
and being joined by several small rills and brooks, after a 
very circuitous courſe, discharges itself into the sea at the 
town of Bervie, where there is also a salmon fishing belong- 
ing to the Viscount of Arbuthnot and Mr. Barclay, which 
is rented at about 120 l. a year. 

These are the most considerable rivers and streams in the 
district; but besides these there are a number of small brooks, 
which, after various windings, empty themselves into one 
or other of the rivers abovementioned, Upon the whole, 
there are few counties more favourably situated, in regard to 
an abundant supply of excellent water; and besides the 

convenience which the inhabitants enjoy, in consequence of 

this natural advantage, the banks of the rivers and streams 
furnish numberless commodious situations for erecting mills 

- for grinding corn ; and may, at some future period, be the 

- means of promoting the landed, commercial, and manufac- 
ruring interests of the county, by inducing men of capital to 
establish such manufactures here, as can only be carried on 

by means of a large and constant supply of water. 


— 
TOWNS, POPULATIO MANUFACTURES. 


THrrs district is divided into eighteen mn to which 
there is to be added those parts of che parishes of Drumoak, 


Banchory Devenick, and Edzell, which are politically si- 
tuated in this county. 

There is only one royal borough, viz. Bervie. There 
are several villages of considerable extent in the interior part 
of the district, as * Fettercairn, Mary-kirk, 


Fordon, 


TS 


Fordon, and Drumlithie. On the coast, besides the royal 
borough of Bervie, there is Stonehaven, which is the most 
considerable and populous town in the county, Johnshaven, 
Gurdon, and several other small villages inhabited by fishers. 


The whole number of inhabitants in the county, as appears 


from the statistical accounts of the different parishes, amounts 
to up words of twenty- six thousand. There is very little com- 
merce or manufactures carried on in it, and consequently the 
great body of the people are employed in the operations of 
husbandry. 

There is a sailcloth ary established at Stonehaven, 
where about two thousand pieces of sailcloth, of different 
qualities, are annually made, There are two breweries esta- 
blished, and also a tan-yard, where considerable quantities of 
leather are manufactured. The commerce and manufac- 
tures of this town seem to be on the increase. The present 
state of the trade may be ascertained by observing that, from 
the 15th of May 1793, to the 15th of May 1794, eighty-five 
vessels were unloaded in this harbour, of which forty-two 
were loaded with lime-shells, eighteen with coals, and the 
remainder with grain, meal, wood, and merchant goods of 
various kinds; besides which, one hundred and fifty vessels 
entered this port in the period abovementioned, either in con- 
sequence of stress of weather or contrary winds. A plan 
is at present in agitation for enlarging and improving the 
harbour. The sum necessary for completing these works 
is estimated to be about 2000 l. As such improvements, if 
carried into effect, would no doubt prove greatly beneficial 
to this town and neighbourhood, and might also be the 
means of saving many vessels from shipwreck, it is to 
be hoped the gentlemen of this county will step forward 
on this occasion, in order to promote a measure, the com- 
pletion of which would be attended with so many good con- 
sequences. There has been a manufactory of sailcloth, and 
another for making of coloured thread, established at Bervie 


for 


1 


for many years, and a machine for spinning flax has also 
been lately erected. There is, perhaps, nothing which would 
tend more to the extension of manufactures here, than that 
of forming a proper harbour, which might be done at a very 


moderate expence, near where the river of Bervie emptics 
itself into the sea. 


The only other place in the district where manufactures 
are carried on to any extent is Laurence Kirk “, where a 


good 


In a report of this nature it would be unpardonable not. to make parti. 
cular mention of this village, which, in consequence of the umemitting atten- 
tion of its founder, the late Lord Gardenston, has in the course of a few years 
become $0 considerable in point of population, industry, and manufactures. 
About the year 1766, the late patriotic proprietor of this village purchased the 
estate of Johnston, near the centie of which this village is built; when his lord. 
ship made the purchase, this village consisted only of about eight or ten houſes, 
which were inhabited by some poor people. Soon after his lordſhip purchased 
the estate, he adopted the resolution of letting off a considerable extent of 
waste moorish land, for the purpose of erecting à village under ſeu charters ; 
and, by a degree of at æntion and unremitting perseverance, which has been 
seldom equalled, and perhaps never exceeded, in the course of twenty-five. 
years he had the pleasure of seeing upwards of one hundred substantial well 
built houses, and above five hundred industrious people set down upon this 
once barren moor; by which means he brought a considerable market to the 
very centre of his estate, promoted and encouraged the manufacturers of his 
country, advanced his own interest, and had rhe inexpressible zatisfaction of 
placing a number of people in comfortable situations, and affording them the 
means of maintaining and educating their families in a degree of ease and com- 
fort, to which, but for their fortunate connection with his lordship, many of 


them had no reazon to hope for. Under his lordship's patronage, about thirty 


weavers, heads of families, (who are employed in manufacturing sailcloth aud 
linens of various qualities] are now settled in this village; besides whom there 
are several carpenters, blacksmiths, thatchers, day- labourers, &c. who may 
be said to be engaged in the operations of husbandry, as they are constantly 
employed by the farmers in the neighbourhood. 

The terms on which this village was feued were as follows : the quantity of 
land given to each person was about 40 falls, or one-fourth of a Scotch statute 
acre. The feuduty payable is 10 8. for each ſeu, and the lands adjoining his 
Jordſhip granted in leases to the extent of from two to four acres, at a rent of 
$5. 6d. per acre. The leases were of endurance for twenty-one years, and the 

ho f life 
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good many people are employed in making sailcloth and 
linens of different kinds. There is also an extensive bleach- 
field, which was established here by Mr. Gilles of Brechin, 
about ten years ago. The houses and whole machinery 
are executed on a large and regular plan; and as they are 
well supplied with river and spring water, and the grounds 
of a light gravelly soil, there are few places better adapted 
for carrying on this kind of business with greater advantage. 

The quantity of linens annually whitened at this place tis 
about 250,000yards, besides which, considerable quantities of 
cotton goods, yarns and thread, are also whitened here. Part 
of the linens are manufactured in the county; but the far 
greater part are from the county of Forfar, and other places. 


As a great part of the grain which is annually exported from 


this county is either carried over land to Aberdeen, or shipt 
at Montrose, in the county of Angus, no correct account of 
the quantity annually exported could be procured, although 
there is every reason to believe that it is pretty considerable: 
as a proof of which it is said, that from the parish of Kinneff 
alone upwards of 3500 bolls haye been annually exported for 
several years last past. | 


Gfe time of the feuer and his wife, aſter the expiration of that period. These 
læases permitted the feuer to subset or sublet their acres; and as many of them 
have ayailed themselves of this permission, a proof is thereby established of the 
advantage which the proprietor of this eſtate will enjoy at the expiration of the 
existing leascs, as the lands which have been subset, as ' abovementioned, 
have been generally rented at upwards of 21. per acre. | 


It is unnecessary to particularize every plan his lordship adopted, or the ex- 


tent of the sums which he expended in making roads, building a handsome 
inn (for which the landlord pays about 41. per cent. on the sum expended) 
and many other public works. But it would be improper not to take notice of 
a library which he built adjoining to the inn, and which he furnished with a 
considerable number of well chosen books, for the accommodation of the 


people in the neighbourhood, and the entertainment of travellers who have o- 


cas ion to stop at the inn, 


* 


STATE 
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STATE OF PROPERTY. 


THERE are four proprietors in this district, each of whom 
possess from 15001. to 4000l. of yearly rent; there are 18 
to 20, holding each from 500 l. to 15001. a year, and the re- 
mainder is divided into small estates of from 1001. to 4 or 
gool. The total land- rent of the county is nearly 35,0001. 
There are but few heritors who reside in the county ; many 
of them, however, pay a laudable attention to the improve- 
ment of their estates, as well as to the ease and comfort of 
their tenants. But it must at the same time be observed that, 
there are some who do not interest themselves much about 
those objects which are connected either with the improve- 
ment of the county at large, or indeed of their own private 
property, however beneficial to themselves and their fa- 
milies, any attention of that sort would ultimately prove. 


1— 
LAND- RENT, AND TENURE OF LEASES. 


Tus rent of the arable lands in this district, as in every 
other, vanes according to the quality of the soil. The 
best lands rent at from 208. to 308. per acre; inferior at from 
10s. to i 58. but the medium for the arable lands over the whole 
county may be stated at 128. the acre. The rents are paid 
generally in money; unless where there are old subsisting 
leases, and in a few cases where the rent is payable partly 
in money, and partly in barley and oatmeal, with a long list 
of what are called petty customs, such as butter, sheep, 
poultry, eggs, peats, &c. and what is worst of all in many 
cases, the her! daviah Services are kept up, and exacted from 
the inferior class of farmers. 

The money-rents are almost universally paid, the one 
half at * and the other half at Whitsunday, after 


W 


\ 
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'feaping the crop. The oatmeal is genenilly delivered ia he 


month of January, and the barley in March or April. 
The tenants in common hold their farms under written 
leases; these are in endurance for nineteen years. Many 
are granted for nineteen years, and the life-time of the tenant 
after the expiration of that period; and in some instances two 
ninetcens and a life-time are given. The leases generally 
contain rules and regulations for cropping the lands, and also 


such other clauses and conditions as are common in these 


cases. The houses are valued over to the entering tenant, 
and he becomes bound to leave them of equal value at his re- 
moval. Where the houses are not fully adequate to the extent 
of the farmer, or sufficient for the tenant's accommodation, 
he is allowed to meliorate them to a certain extent, which is 
always specified in his agreement; and for which melioration 
he is paid at the expiration of the lease, according as the same 


is ascertained by men mutually chosen by the proprietor and 


tenant ; but from the present miserable appearance of the 
farm-houses in general, it is but too evident, that the allow- 
ance which is commonly granted, is very inadequate for the 
purpose of erecting such buildings as are indispensibly ne- 
cessary. 

The ordinary term of entry to tlie possession of eds; 
gardens, and natural pasture, is at 8 and to the 
arable land, at the separation of that year's crop from the 


ground. Farms run in general, from thirty to three hundred 


arable acres; but a great proportion of the county is divided 
into farms of from one to two hundred acres. 


ROTATIONS OF-CROPPING, AND MODES ADOPTED FOR 
RAISING THE DIFFERENT SORTS OF CROPS. 


In treating of the courses of cropping, it is meant to alludg 
only to the practice of the more intelligent farmers who 
occupy 


. 
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Secupy the best cultivated part of the country. In Strathmore 

(provincially the low or hollow of the Mearns) the practice 
is to break up the ley ground for oats. 


1. Oats. ©|} 5. Barley with grass-sceds,. 
2. Barley. 8. Grass, commonly made 
8 Pease. ; into hay, 
4 Barley. 9. Ditto, pastured. 
5. Oats. 10. Ditto, ditto. - 
6. Pease or turnips. | 


When wheat is son it is after fallow. The lands being 
properly limed and manured along the coast, the rotations of 
cropping vary as the lands are stronger or lighter; on the 


- 


lighter soils the practice is, 
1. Oats. 6. Turnips. 
2. Barley. 7. Barley with grass- seeds. 
3- Beans. 8. Grass. 
4. Barley. 9. Ditto. ' 
5. Oats. I 10. Ditto. | 


In the best cultivated soils, the following rotation is most 


generally adopted : 
1. Turnips.* . 5. Drill beans, ot turnips. 
2. Barley with grass - seeds. 6. Barley with grass-seeds, 
4 \ 4 N 23 Clover. either to lay three yeari 
=_ 4- Wheat. or break up for 
3. Wheat. 4. Grass. 
2. Turnips. 5. Ditto. 


3. Barley with grass- seeds. 6. Ditto. 


These 


* 


„ | 

These are the modes of cropping most commonly followed 
on the best eultivated farms in the district. Though in some 
instances deviations are made, in different ' degrees, yet alt 
of them approximate to one or other of the modes above- 
more and more satisfied of the advantages resulting from a 
Steady adherence to a regular rotation of cropping.” | 

Improvements in agriculture have only become general in 
this district of late years. Previous to the year 1763. the old 
fashioned system of husbandry universally prevailed: that 
system has been 80 often described in the reports already 
presented to the honourable board, that it is judged unnecessary 
to enter on an explanation of it on this occasion. 

About the period abovementioned Mr. Barclay, of Ury, 
commenced his farming operations, on a scale more extensĩve 
than ever had been attempted before in Scotland: & soon after 


The following account of Mr. Barclay's improvements, extracted from the 
s2ativrical account of the pariah in which that gentleman tesides, will give 
rome idea of this gentieman's improvements. 4 Land improved by Mr. Bar- 
clay of Ury, in the space of 25 years, about $00 acres ; 590 of which were ara- 
ble, and 300 barren, covered with hort heath, furze and broom. The land was 
improved in this manner by clearing jt of stones, many of which were split by 
gunpowder, draining, levelling, and enclosing chigfly with thorn hedges”. 

« Modes of Cropping. First year, fallowed and improved by me; 50 bolls 
$cotch-ahells, water measure, to each acre; fourfirlots to each boll, and 34 
Scotch pints to each firlot}# The lime ploughed into the land before winter, 
and zometimes the land was ploughed a second time before it, The first crop 
oats or barley. Second year, dunged, and sn with turnips, in broadcast, 
and hoed while any weeds appeared”. 

# The turnips sometimes fed off by zheep, but most commonly one-half 
drawn, and the other half fed off in alternate ridges ; the whole ground being 
meluded in the fold. Third year, barley and ss Sede. If intended to be 
broken up for wheat, 12 pound of broad clover, and two pecks of rye-grass to 
each acre, If intended to remain for pasture, a greater quantity. of rye- grass, 
with the addition of six pound of white, and si pound of yellow clover, and 
four pound of rib-grass to each. That part of the land proposed for grain, was 
folded the first or second year of the grass, and ploughed up for wheat or oats, 
which were succeeded by turnips, and the above course continued. 


— | tis 


this Sir Alexander Ramsay, of Balmain, baronet, set about 


the improvement of his estates in this county, by enclosing, 
and subdividing them, into regular sized farms, draining, 
lining, sowing grass-seeds, and building substantial and 
commodious farm houses. From these beginnings which 
soon attracted the attention of several of the other proprie- 
tors, as well as the more intelligent farmers, a spirit for im- 


provement was first introduced into this county, which of 


late years has diffused itself pretty generally among all ranks. 
It may be proper to remark that, in order to stimulate the 


tenants to improve such lands, as have formerly been managed 


according to the old system, these spirited proprietors before- 
mentioned in particular, have been in use at their own 
expence, to furnish lime to their tenants, who occupy such 
lands; a practice well worthy of general imitation, as thereby 
better modes of cultivation wauld be universally introduced, 
and rules of cropping adopted, by which the tenants would 
be restricted from exhausting the soil, while the rent of land 


might be raised with propriety, and the condition of the 


tenantry at the same time much improved, 

_ The modes of cultivation adopted for raising the different 

gpecies of crops on the more improved farms are as follows: 
Wheat has been but partially cultivated in this district, 


aud has hitherto in a great measure been limited to the south 


| 4 Mr, Barclay has planted about 800 acres with Scotch firs, great part of 
which are since filled up with oak, ash, beech, and larix. His tenants in the 
Parish have also improved nearly the same quantity of land which he himself 
das done, and follow, in general, almost the same mode of cropping”. 

« Twenty-two wheeled ploughs arg at this time at work upon those farms. 
The farm-houses and offices are built of stone and lime, and roofed with slates 
or tites. He has laid down, by a a regular plan, above 12 acres of ground, with 
streets 48 feet wide, and a square of two acres in the middle, part of which 
is fenced and built; all the houses are roofed with slates or tiles. This village 
adjoins to the town of Stonehaven, where there is a safe and convenient har - 

Ser Statistical Account of Fetteretso, vol. 12, page 593, c. 
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east quarter lying along the coast. It is sometimes sownl 
after fallow, in the course of which the land is ploughed * 
four or five times; and before the last ploughing, which is 
generally given in September, lime or dung, or both, are 
applied. Wheat is also sown after drill beans ; and sometimes, 
after one year old clover: the quantity of seed allowed is 
from twelve to fiſteen pecks to the acre, and the returns in 
ordinary seasons may be estimated at from eight to ten bolls. 
The lammas or common red, and the Essex white, are the 
kinds most cultivated. | 

Oats are cultivated here, as well as in every other district 
of Scotland, in greater quantities than any other kind of 
grain, and for the same reason; namely, that oatmeal is 
still the principal food of the inhabitants. On farms where 
regular rotations of cropping are adopted, oats are generally 
s80wn on lands broke up from grass, or after a crop of 
barley., Four firlots was the quantity formerly allowed to 
the acre; but of late, experience has pointed out the ad- 
vantage of sowing a greater quantity; it being found that 
thick sowing not only the quantity of grain, but 
also accelerates the harvest. The quantity now allowed to 
che acre is about four firlots and a half, and the produce may 
be reckoned at from seven to nine bolls on the acre at an 
average. There are different specie of oats in use here. 
That which is most common is the white oat, which has 


* 


Improvement in the art of ploughing in this district wi; with add 


confidence, be $aid to have been introduced by Mr. Barclay. In 1762, when 
he began his farming operations, he brought down a most expert ploughman 
from Norfolk, and at the zame time imported ſeveral wheel-ploughs from 
that country, and from him, and Sir Alexander Ramsay, (who very z00n 
after adopted Mr. Barclay's mode) as from centres, correct ploughing 
emanated to the more distant corners of the county ; and fortunately for the 
agricultural improvements of the country, there is at present a kind of 
emulation, both among the farmers and servants, to have their work well 
performed, which cannot fail to be attended with beneficial consequences. 

It is worthy of remark that, there are more wheel-ploughe used here _ 
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deen, time immemorial, cultivated in the district. The red 
oat has been lately introduced, and in chusequence of its 
ripening at least a fortnight earlier than the common kind, 
bids fair to be in time generally cultivated. There is a small 
grey oat cultivated in the remote paris of the Grampians. 

are of a very inferior quality, and require a third to a half more 
2. 

Barliy is son after oats, pease, beans, or turnip. The land 
is usually ploughed three times; the first ploug hing being 
given soon after harvest; the second when the oat · seed is 
finished; after which dung, at the rate of about forty ordinary 
cart loads, drawn by two horses, is applied to the acre: the 
land being again ploughed, seed, at the rate of twelve or 
thirteen pecks, is en on the ace. The returns may be 
accounted at from six to eight bolls. 

Peaſe and beans are cultivated in considerable quantities ; 
pease in the interior part of the district, and beans along 
the coast. For pease, land is generally but once ploughed, 
sometimes in autumn, and sometimes in the spring, according 
to the season. The quantity of seed son, is generally about 
four firlots. The returns are here, as in every other part 
of the kingdom, very variable, running from two to ten 
or twelve bolls. Beans are sometimes cultivated in broadcast, 
but more generally in drills. When the latter mode is adopted 
the land is ploughed in autumn, and ridged up in che spring; 
the seed is son in the furrows at the distance of about three 
feet cach drill, and is covered by splitting out the ridge. The 
quantity son is about three firlots ; and the produce from 
six to twelve bolls the acre. A crop of drilled beans is 
ive firlots are commonly son on the acre ; and the returns 
are nearly the same as abovementioned. 

Turnips, Turnip field busbandry was. first introduced 
ingo this country by Mr. Barclay. It. has now become 


general 
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general, and forms z part of the rotation of cropping. On 
all the improved farms the land is usually ploughed three or 
four times, and the seed is son, partly in drills and partly 
in broadcast. The latter mode was universally practised 
here when turnip husbandry was first introduced; but of 
late, sowing in drills is gaining ground, owing rather to a 
scarcity of labourers, then from any conviction on the minds 
of the farmers that this mode is preferable to the other. The 
drills are from two and a half, to three feet distance from 


each other; and the land twice horse and hand-hoed in the 


course of the season. The crops are generally consumed in 
feeding cattle and sheep for the butcher ; and the neigh» 


bouring towns of Aberdeen and Montrose, added to those 


win, amv" e eee 1 
fat cattle and sheep. 

Piotatoes rc 
year 1755. They were first cultivated for sale on a sandy 
flat field of Mr. Barclay's, in the immediate neighbourhood 
of Stonehaven. The cultivation of this valuable root has 
now become common in this district; and mechanicks and 


labourers, as well as farmers, generally make shiſt to culti- 


vate a auffoient quantity for the use of their families. 

Artificial graſſes. Clover undoye gragy tne 0h riana boom 
first 80wn in this county about the year 1752. 

When lands are laid down with a view to break up after one 
year's grass, 2 bushel of rye-grass, and ten or twelve pound of 
red clover is 80wn on the acre. When it is intended to allow 
the field to remain some years in pasture, two, and sometimes 
three bushels of rye- grass, with eight or ten pound of red, and 
four of white clover are usually sown ; and of late many 
Se have added fans pounds of xib-gram This last has 
been found not to answer in strong clay lands; but is said 
to improve the pasturage greatly, in all dry, light, gravelly 
soils. : 
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IMPLEMENTS OF HUSBANDRY. 


" WrrnovrT attempting to describe the implements of hut. 
bandry, rude in their construction, and ill calculated for the 
due cultivation of the soil, which were in use in this district 
thirty or forty years ago, it may be only necessary to observe 
that, in consequence of the various and important operations 
in husbandry, which, as has been already mentioned, were 
carried on by those two great improvers Sir Alexander 
Ramsay, and Mr. Barclay, they found it necestary to procure 
the best implements of every kind that were in use in the 
island; and their tradesmen being constantly employed, either 
in repairing the machines imported by them from other 
countries, or making others on the same principles, they 
thereby acquired the art of making implements of husbandry 
equal to those which were most approved of in other parts of 
the kingdom: the advantage of using well constructed im- 


plements of husbandry soon becoming obvious to the other 


proprietors and farmers in the district, they were generally 
introduced, and the ploughs, harrows, carts, and other im- 
plements of husbandry, are now framed on the model of those 
used in the other more improved parts of the kingdom. 
Threshing mills have been introduced, and are universally 
approved of. Mr. John Nichol, millwright in Stonehaven, 
in the course of the last six months has made no less than six | 
or eight of these machines, and is at present receiving orders 
for others from almost every corner of the county. It must 
be observed however, that the modes of cultivation, and the 
implements of husbandry, before described, apply only to the 
lower and improved parts of the district. In the remote 
corners of the Grampians, neither the system of agriculture 


nor the iniptements of husbandry have ary gens amy material 
alteration for ages. 


Qu 
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 FARM-HOUSES AND OFFICES. 


* 


Ox Sir Alexander Ramsay's and Mr. Barclay's property, 
and on some estates along the south- east coast, the farm - 
houses are substantial, commodious, and generally placed in 
2 centrical situation. On a farm of an ordinary size the 
dwelling house is commonly of two stories, built with stone 
and lime, covered with late, and properly fitted up within. 
The offices forming commonly three sides of a square, are 
built of the same materials, of size sufficient for the extent of 
the farm, and divided in a manner the best calculated for 
Besides the village of Laurence-kirk, there are several others 
which have been erected under feue charters. In thess villages 
the houses are built of stone and lime, thatched either with 
slate, or a thick covering of straw, sewed on with rope 
yarn, which is not only neat but substantial and durable. 
In these houses there are for the most part two or three sash 


windows, according to the size of the house. This last is an 


gmprovement, which will most probably tend, in time, to wipe 
away chat national reflection respecting the dirtiness of the 
houses of this class of people in Scotland, which is 80 often, 
and it must be acknowledged, with so much justness made 
þy our more southerly neighbours. | 

The great improvement which has partially taken place 
in the construction of the dwellings of the mechanicks and 
labouring people, is owing to the disposition which prevails 
among the proprietors in different parts of the county, to 
grant feue charters to this description of people for the purpose 


of erecting villages. They, who have stood most forward 


in this praiseworthy practice, are the late Lord Gardenston, 
Lord Kintore, and Mr. Barclay. It is generally expected 
that Mr. Allardyce will adopt the same plan in the vicinity 
of Stonchayen, which joined with, Mr. Barclay's patriotic 

exertiong 
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n cannot fail to render it 
very prosperous and thriving.- Mr. Allardyce has it very 
much in his power, and it is hoped he will not neglect so fair 
an opportunity of promoting the improvement' of that part 
of the country, and his own estate. From Bervie to Stone- 
haven, and from Mr. Barclay's estate to the northern confines 
of the county, the farm-houses are in general the most dark, 
dirty, diamal, comfortless huts that imagination can figure, 
and certainly reflect great disgrace on the proprietors. Many 
of the tenants, it is said, would chearfully expend money on 
them at the expiration of their leases ; but if the information 
received in the course of the survey, on which this report is 
founded, is correct, it may be safely stated that some of the 
proprietors will neither agree to build decent houses, nor 
give suitable encouragement to the tenants for that purpose. 
Surely such a conduct indicates a desire to discourage rather 
than forward the improvement of the country. For it cannot 
have escaped the observation of every person who has turned 
his attention to the subject, that the want of necessary and 
proper accommodation in houses is much against the intro- 
duction of beiter modes of husbandry, while it must operate 
as an unSurmountable bar against improvements in the breeds 
of the different species of live stock. | 
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LABOURERS, AND THE PRICE OF LABOUR. 


n ee eee eee 
ofthis diatrict am employed in the operations ofhutbavdry, yet 
owing to its vicinity to the manufacturing towns of Aberdeen, 
Montrose, and Brechin, the price of labour has risen con- 
tiderably, and is nearly doubled within these twenty years. 
An ordinary ploughman receives from 7 l. to 9l. by the 
year, and a female servant from 21. 30s. to 3L 106. A 
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- man engaged for harveg work, at teak. 
nues for six weeks from 258. to 358. and a woman about 
11. 18. A day labourer receives 18. per day in summer, 
and gd. in winter, without board. - Grain is threshed at the 
rate of 8d. per boll. Masons, carpetiters, &c. earn. from 
18. 4d. to 18. 8d. per day. 


The ordinary mode of maintaining servants who reſide in 


the farmer's family, is so similar to that which is mentioned 
in several of the Reports of the counties on the north-cast 
coast of Scotland, that it appears unnecessary to enter into a 
minute detail of it here. Oatmeal, milk, and potatoes, cooked 
in various ways, is their principal food. The practice, 
however, of giving the farm servants a certain quantity of 
oatmeal, (about 36 ouncesper day) which is now 80 generally 
adopted in the southern districts of this kingdom, is ale 
gaining ground here. 

In summer, labour commences at six o'clock in the 
morning, and ends about the same hour in the evening, and 
in winter from day-light to dark The labouring cattle are 
worked about four hours in the morning, and about the same 
space in the afternoon in summer, and in winter between 
four and five hours in the day. | - 


— 


| ROADS AND BRIDGES. | 
The publick, as welt as the cross roads, are in a most 
ruinous condition. They are in general ill conducted, and but 
very indifferently cared for; and although a turnpike-bill has 


| —— . the 
best calculated for public as well as provincial accommoda- 


tion, have not only been pointed out by able engineers, but - 


also highly approved of and considered as unexceptionable 
by almost every proprietor in the county, yet it does not 
MEARNS] D | appear 


- 


appear that any progress has hitherto been made, in adopting 
those preliminary measures, which are necessary to be 
attended to in procuring a turnpike road act. On the 
confines of this county, there are several substantial handsome 
stone bridges, particularly that across the Dee, on the road 
towards Aberdeen; and the two bridges across the North. Ek, 
the one on the road to Montrose, and the other on that to 
Brechen. In the internal part of the district there are also 
several well built bridges, in a proper state of repair; but 
there are many more in a very ruinous state, and which 
being without parapet walls, are extremely dangerous, espe- 
cially in a dark night. It is, however, hoped that the simply 
mentioning a circumstance of this kind will be sufficient to 
call the attention of the gentlemen of the county to an object 
of so much importance, as that of repairing these bridges; 
which certainly, at their present situation, deserve no com- 

It may be proper here to observe, that a bridge across the 
river North-Esk, at or near Mary- kirk, would be an im- 
provement of the greatest consequence to that part of the 
country, as thereby an easy and safe communication would be 
affected, from the interior and more remote parts of the district, 
to the sea - port town of Montrose; and as an act of parliament 
will probably soon be applied for, in order to obtain leave to 
erect toll bars on the public roads, it is humbly submitted to 
the consideration of the gentlemen more immediately in- 
terested in the prosperity of this part of the county, whether 
2 branch of a turnpike-road from Montrass, to join the 
present road from Brechin to Laurence-kirk, a few miles to 
the westward of the last mentioned place, would not be a 
most essential improvement to that part of the county. 
e eee- den UG er under the 
eee 
*tures, which must necessarily result from these plans being 


Fw 
put into execution, it is more than probable, that a very small 
pontage would not only pay the interest of the sum expended 


in building the bridge; but also create a fund sufficient for 
5 W 
MARKETS AND FAIRS, 

As there are no extensive manufactures carried on in this 
county, the weekly markets are little attended. The price of 
butcher meat, poultry, eggs, butter, cheese, linen yarn, and 
such other articles as the country people can bring to market, 
are sold pretty nearly the same prices which they would 
bring in Aberdeen or Montrose; and as the price of provi- 
sions in these towns will no doubt be particularly derailed in 
the reports. of Angus tl Aberdrenbire, it is unecessary to 
recapitulate them here. 

The price of grain and oatmeal, in this diftrict, for the last 
even years, will be found in the annexed state of the fiars of 
the county during that period. 

There are several considerable cattle fairs, and markets for 
the sale of horses, held annually in this district. That held 
in the pariſh of Fordon called St. Palladeous, but vulgarly 
Pauldy fair, in the month of July, is by far the largest: at 
this market about 3000 black cattle are often exposed to sale 
in one-day, the average value of which may be estimated at 
from 51. to 61. each; great part of them are brought from the 
north side of the Grampian mountains, and are principally 
purchased by drovers or cattle dealers from Angus, and the 
other southern counties. The next is Laurence fair in the 
vicinity of the village of Laurence-kirk; there are two others 
annually on the estate of Ury. At all these fairs cattle are 
exposetl to sale. And in the town of Laurence-kirk there are 
WWW 
servants. 


FIARS 
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kx STOCK. 


Ir is only of late years that attention has been paid tg 
che improvement of the different species of stock. The 
ancient system of husbandry, which was practised here, as 
well as in every other part of Scotland, precluded the possj- 
bility of much improvement taking place in this branch of 
rural-ceconomy. 

Black cattle. Before the introduction * grasses, 
and when eight or ten oxen were commonly yoked to the 
plough, the breed of black cattle were of a small size, and 
comparitively of little value: but the introduction of artificial 
grass, added to the improvements that have been made by 
inclosing, and the practice of ploughing with two oxen, and 
of warking oxen in wains and carts, which is more com- 
monly practised here than perhaps in any other district in 
Scotland, have induced many of the proprietors and farmers, 
in the best cultivated parts of the county, to pay attention to 
improvements in the breed of this species of stock, and in 
which they have succeeded to a considerable degree. Oxen 
at three years old, sell at from 61. to $1. or 10 l. and when 
fatted for the butcher, generally weigh from 30 to 50 stone 
Amsterdam. Various breeds of black eattle have been 
bred here, the Holderness was many years introduced; 
and a cross of that breed is still preyalent. The Lancashire 
kind was also introduced some years ago; but experience 
soon proved that they were not calculated for the pasture or 
climate of this part of the kingdom, being fatted with great 
difficulty, and were for the most part greatly deficient in 
tallow. Cows in good keeping gre0 Nog 2610 24 Snginh 
e A 
Horſes. That great improvement of ploughing, with a 
man and two horses, without a driver, was first introduced 
here by Mr. Barclay; and to this alteration in the mode of 
cultivating the soil, is to be attributed the great improvement 


* 
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| which has taken place in the breed ef homes not only in 
this county, but in almost every other part of Scotland. 
Before the introduction of this practice, horses were only 
used 'for carrying out the dung, bringing fuel from the 
the stack-yard. But on the introduction of two horse- 
ploughs, it was found necessary to have horses of a larger 
size than those formerly used. The average price of a pair 
of plough horses, at the present time, may be stated at from 
30 to bol. It ought, however, to be observed, that the pre- 
ceding description of the siae and value of the black cattle and 
horses in this district, applics only to those parts where im- 
provements in agriculture have been adopted. Over a great 
proportion of the county, little or no attention has been paid 
to introduce better breeds of live stock; and consequently 
they still remain very inferior both in siae and value. | 
Sheep. It was for- nerly the general practice to have a 
mall flock of sheep on every farm, even in the low part of 
the county; but when improvements by inclosing and so- 
ing artificial grasses were introduced, these useful and valua- 
able animals were banished to the Grampian mountains. 
The breed of sheep, most common in this district, is the 
black faced, or Linton ; the properties and value of which 
are 80 fully described in the report of the county of T weedale, 
Gat & xeouls be. lngangar to adi op; thing fuer on. the 
subject here. 
C. 
ginal breed in various parts of the Grampians, which probably, 
if well attended to, would improve so much in size and 
value, as to become equal, if not superior, to any other breed 
that can be introduced with any degree of success; the qua- 
lity of their wool being superior to that of any other, which 


can be expected to thrive in such a mountainous exposed 
a... 
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WOODS AND PLANTATIONS. | 


— 


Tuts county may be said to be now, in 2 great measure, - 
destitute of timber, although it is evident from the vestiges of 


trees that are frequently found, that it was once covered with 
woods; and some fine old trees around several of the pro- 
prietors houses, shew that trees will thrive here, as well as 
in any other district on the east coast of Scotland. 

Several of the proprietors have made considerable exertions 
of late years, in order to ornament the country, and improve 


their on extates by means of planting : of these the follow- 


ing gentlemen, (s0 far as the writer has been informed) are 

entitled to the largest share of merit, because they have 
planted the greatest number of acres, and with best success, 
viz. Lord Kintore, Lord Adam Gordon, the late Sir Alex- 
ander Bannerman, Sir — Burnet, Sir Alexandet Ram- 
gay, the late Lord Gardenſton, and Mr. Barclay. It ought, 
however, to be observed, that many of the other proprietors 


have, to a certain extent, followed the laudable example set 


by the gentlemen beforementioned ; and as a spirit for plarit- 
ing appears to be generally introduced, it is hoped the pro- 
prietors of the present day, will render it unnecessary for 
- their successors to have recourse to a foreign market, in order 
to purchase timber for the purpose of carrying on the ordi- 
nary operations of husbandry and house building. 

＋ 1111 AY: 
and larix; although oak and other deciduous trees have been 
planted by some gentlemen to considerable extent, it muſt, 
- however, be observed, that the most of these plantations have 
been made on lands incapable of cultivation by the plough, 
and that very little attention has been paid to ornamenting 
the country, or improving the climate, which can best be 
effected by means of hedge-row- trees; a system of planting, 
which has tended more than any other circumstance, to give 
the neighbouring kingdom that appearance of richness, ferti- 


* 
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lity, and beauty, which delights the eye, and enlivens the 
heart of every beholder. 


aa 
MANURES. _ 


Besrpts farm-yard dung, which is sometimes made ints 
Eomposts, with carth, sea-weed, 8c. but more generally ap- 
Phed to the land without mixture of any other subtance, 
donsiderable quantities of lime are used as manùfe. It is 
either impoited from the north- east coast of England, the 
Frith of Forth, or carried over land froni the neighbouring 
county of Angus. There ate also two or three lime works 
carried on to a considerable extent in the south-cast corner 
of this county. Lime is generally applied as a preparation 
for wheat, barley, and turnip crops, and is sometimes laid 
on grass lands a year of two before they are broken up. 
The quantity used, is from 30 t 50 bolls, Aberdeen barley 
measure, of lime-shells per acre. The price is from two 
shillings to two sbillings and six pence per bolt, exelusive of 
the expence of land carriage. 

Sta- werd. Very large quaiitities are thrown ashore some- 
times on this coast, especially after heavy gales of wind. 
This manure is sometimes uscd in mixens or composts, but 
more frequently spread directly on the land, and ploughed m 
is a preparation for a crop of barley or turnips. In conse- 
quence of observing in the Report of the County of Aberdeen 
that, the quality of the batley raised along the coast where 
the lands were frequently manured with sea-weeds, was of 
an inferior quality, particular enquiry was made in the 
course of the survey of this county in regard to the effects of 
sea-weeds ; and it is now stated, from respectable authority, 
that the quality of this species of grain, is considerably im- 
c 
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Marl. A kind of stone, or rock marl is found in large 
quantities on the banks of some of the rivers, and has been 
partially used as manure, but in consequence of the expence 
of carriage, r 
r e ak * | 
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2griculture of the county has been pointed out ; from whence 
it will appear that a spirit for introducing better modes of 
husbandry has become pretty general, both among the pro- 
prietors and principal farmers. That which appean ill 


wanting in order to the further extenſion of improvements 


not only in agriculture, but also in commerce and manufac- 
—— PTE namely, turnpike-roads, 

Substantial bridges, and the completion of those alterations 
ln rn 
of Stonehaven and Bervie. 

Alchough dome few proprietors have done a great deat in 
the way of enclosing and subdividing their estates into regu- 
lar sized farms; yet, in a general point of view, much still 
remains to be done. | 
| The advantages attending this mode of improvement are 
now, however, well ascertained in this district; and there is 
every reason to hope, that the proprietors in general, when 
satisfied of the great additional value of inclosed land of an 
equal quality in the open field-state, will not long forego 50 
favourable and certain an opportunity of promoting the im- 
provement of their estates, the ease and comfort of their tenants, 
and the general interests of the country. It has been observed 
that great improvements have of late years been effected in 
the breeds of horses and black cattle ; were the district more 
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generally inelosed. this: improvement could, no doubt, atill 
be carried to a much greater extent, as it must be obvious ta 
every person of common understanding, and ordinary obser- 
vation, ho possesses at the same time any knowledge of . 
agricultural affairs, that horses- and-catile, reared, in enelo- 
sures properly sheltered, enjoying plenty of food, together 
with ease and freedom, must rise in size and value greatly 
above those which are reared on the open field farms. 

In a former part of this Report, the propriety of a bridge 
across che North-Esk, near Mary-kirk, and a road by which 
an easy and safe communication from the north · west part of 
this county to the sea · port town of Montrose, were men- 
tioned as objects desetviug the serious attention of: the pro- 
prietors in that part of the country. It may be mentioned 
as another inducement for building this bridge, chat in a 
short time, the proprietor of the lime quarry at Hetherwick, 
which is situated in the ' neighbourhood of this proposed 
bridge, and which contains an almost inexhaustible fund of 
excellent limestone, intends to carry on the business of burn< 
ing limestone, on a scale so extensive as to furnish a certain 
regular supply of that valuable manure for the A rr 
at large. 

Among the obstacles to improvements in hebindry muse 
be mentioned chortness of leases. In all unimproved coun- 
tries, it is impossible that tenants on short leases (nineteen 
years for example) can adopt the more approved modes of 
husbandry. A man, before he will lay out his capital, must 
have a certainty of enjoying the fruits of his labour, at least 
| for his own life, and be able also to transmit some share of 
it to his posterity. Any person mixing with, and observing 
the practice of farmers, must be fully sensible of the justness = 

of this remark :: at the beginning of his lease the farmer ex- 
erts himself in draining bis fields, in tearing in, intersected - 
pieces of rough ground, and in putting every part of his farm 
| 1 
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in proper order. As the lease caumes near a conclusion, thesc 


exertions are gradually remitted ; and at length his ggle. stud 
comes to be, how he can most eſfectually repay himself for 


what he has done to the farm, and which he finds can only 

Astrictions to mills, and the payment of rents in petiy 
customs, carriages, and other servicts, the wretched remains. 
of the feudal system, are obstacles which must for ever in 
a great measure prevent the introduction of spirited agricul- 
ture. These, however, it is in the power of every proprietor 
to remove: some of them indeed * had publick spirit enough 
to abolish these badges of ancient sla very, from a conviction 
chat the tenants, free from any incumbrance but che payment 
of the stipulated rents either in money or grain, were more 
likely to become good farmers, and. more useful members of 
Society, than those, who under the thraldom of the former 
system, were obliged to devote more of their time and attention 
in the service of their proprietors, than to the management of 
their own affairs. ; 

Aſter what has been said of the state of the houses occupied 
by the poorer farmers, it must appear evident, that such are 
destitute of one of the first comforts of life, artd under that 
depression of spirits which such wretched.hovels are calcu- 
lated to inspire, can have little desire in any other respect to 
improve their situation. 


CONCLUSION. 


Tus preceding account is principally drawn up from the 
writer's general knowledge of the state of agriculture in the 


® The late Lord Gardenston, Lord Monboddo, Sir Alexander Ramsay, Mr. 
Barclay, Mr. Robertson Scott of Beaholm, and some others. 


county, 
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county, and from 2 
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chort reuaence in it®. 

It is hoped, however, eee eee 
as a general outline, which no doubt will be rendered more 
ample and correct by the remarks and observations of those 
proprietors and farmers, to whom copies of this paper will be 
pms e eee eee 
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warmer? acknowledgements to Mr. Logic of Uras, * 
Wenn. ; 2 


THE END. 


